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NORTHBRIDGE LINK PROJECT 

403. Mr M.W. SUTHERLAND to the Premier: 

Firstly, I congratulate the Premier on leading the government to secure federal funding for key infrastructure 
projects in Western Australia through his direct representations and approach to government. As a former 
councillor for the City of Perth, I am particularly interested in the benefits of revitalising and improving 
infrastructure in Northbridge. Will the Premier please inform the house of the benefits of the Northbridge Link, 
as recognised by the federal government? 

Ms A.J.G. MacTiernan: You know that we couldn’t have done that without building the Mandurah line. 

The SPEAKER: Thank you, member for Armadale. 

Mr C.J. BARNETT replied:  

We do know that you could not have done that. There is no doubt about that. 

Ms A.J.G. MacTiernan: Unless we had built the Mandurah line. 

Mr C.J. BARNETT: I thank the member for Mount Lawley for the question. I am very conscious that as a 
former deputy mayor of the City of Perth he has a very close involvement in the sinking of the rail line project. 
Unlike other state governments, the proposals that the Western Australian government put to the federal 
government were reasonable and sensible. We did not put in the great wish lists that some other states did. Under 
the Infrastructure Australia project, we put in three priorities, although there are others. I said in numerous 
private discussions that I had with the Prime Minister that our three priorities are, firstly, the Ord River scheme. 
What is happening on the Ord? Work is underway now. Our second priority is the development of the Oakajee 
harbour and industrial estate. I am delighted that the federal government, the Prime Minister, my friend Kevin 
Rudd, has given $339 million toward the Oakajee project. The Oakajee project is a nation-building project. It is 
arguably the most important project for this state, if not the nation. What did the opposition have to say about it? 
Last week the member for Armadale said — 

It’s truly astounding that we would be considering putting this money in … taxpayers’ money into this 
Oakajee project … 

I do not find it astounding. 

Ms A.J.G. MacTiernan: Without a business case. 

Mr C.J. BARNETT: The Prime Minister does not find it astounding. All Australians think that it is a good idea. 
Oakajee will be built and it will be a deep-sea port. The member for Armadale is still not getting it. I will refer to 
an excellent document that was presented by the Labor government called “Nation Building for the Future”. 
What does it say about Oakajee? It states — 

Supporting future export-led growth for Australia 

A deepwater port at Oakajee will enable the loading of cape-sized vessels — these are the optimal 
vessel for the efficient — 

Ms A.J.G. MacTiernan interjected. 

The SPEAKER: I recognise that the member for Armadale has had a consistent involvement in this project and 
has a particular interest in the information that the Premier is providing. Might I suggest that a better way to 
interrogate the Premier is to ask a question, as opposed to consistent interjecting. 

Ms A.J.G. MacTiernan: Thank you, Mr Speaker, but he is lying and misrepresenting my views. 

Withdrawal of Remark 
The SPEAKER: Member for Armadale, I ask you to withdraw that comment. 

Ms A.J.G. MacTIERNAN: I withdraw the word “lying”. 

Point of Order 

Mr M. McGOWAN: I heard your ruling a moment ago, but I want to seek some clarification. The Premier is 
referring to the member for Armadale continuously and is, in effect, goading the member. When she responds — 

Several members interjected. 

Mr M. McGOWAN: Let me finish. The Premier is also misrepresenting what she has said, and when she 
responded, she was called to order. I suggest that there should be one rule for members on both sides of the 
house. If the Premier is going to be misleading, he should be called to order as well. 
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The SPEAKER: The record will show that I did not call the member for Armadale to order. I simply suggested 
to her that there might be a better way to deal with the situation. I recognise that the Premier has mentioned the 
member for Armadale. I think that — 

Mr P.B. Watson interjected. 

The SPEAKER: Does the member for Albany want to make a comment? I suggest that he do so afterwards. The 
member for Armadale has been in this place for long enough to know how to go about business in this place. 

Questions without Notice Resumed 

Mr C.J. BARNETT: I know that this hurts but I just have to put the quote in its proper context. 

Ms A.J.G. MacTiernan: We supported Oakajee. 

Mr C.J. BARNETT: I know you did. 

Ms A.J.G. MacTiernan: We set up the process for Oakajee. That is what you seem to forget.  

The SPEAKER: I formally call the member for Armadale for the first time. 

Mr J.N. Hyde: The question was about Northbridge. What about relevance? 

The SPEAKER: I am getting my daily exercise. I formally call the member for Perth for the first time. 

Ms A.J.G. MacTiernan: You are so smug.  

Mr C.J. BARNETT: Smart? I will just conclude — 

Several members interjected. 

Mr C.J. BARNETT: Mr Speaker —  

Several members interjected. 

The SPEAKER: Order! Thank you, members. I am presuming that members want question time to go ahead. I 
would like to hear the conclusion of the Premier’s remarks. I am sure that the member for Mandurah might also 
like to hear those, and I formally call him to order for the first time.  

Mr C.J. BARNETT: I am certainly pleased with this quote from the Nation Building document released by the 
federal Treasurer as part of last night’s federal budget. I will read out this brief paragraph — 

A deepwater port at Oakajee will enable the loading of cape-sized vessels — these are the optimal 
vessel for the efficient transportation of iron ore. The current port at Geraldton cannot accommodate 
these vessels, meaning that investment in a new, deepwater port at Oakajee is vital to avoid future 
infrastructure bottlenecks. 

That is an absolute ringing endorsement of the Oakajee project that this state government will undertake.  

Several members interjected. 

Mr C.J. BARNETT: I know it hurts, but bad luck! Members opposite will hurt for a bit longer.  

I want to now get to the point of the question—Northbridge. I give due credit to the previous government, which 
did a lot of work on the Northbridge Link planning. I acknowledge that; I recognise it. That was the third priority 
that this government listed. That was the choice of this government. The former government did not list that as a 
priority. We chose to put the Northbridge project on Infrastructure Australia’s list. It was our number three 
priority!  

Mr J.N. Hyde: It was half-baked. You did not have the Wellington bus station there. Now you can do the bus 
station.  

The SPEAKER: Order! Member for Perth, I formally call you for the second time.  

Mr C.J. BARNETT: For a hundred years people have been talking about this project, and committing to it, so 
no-one can claim originality on this. This government took the work of the previous government and put it as its 
number three priority, which has been accepted. The project to sink the rail line was costed at $263 million. 
Unlike other states, we put proposals forward for 50-50 funding. We were not looking for a free ride. We said 
that we would meet the commonwealth halfway on projects we are committed to doing. If the commonwealth 
comes to the party, we can do them quicker and better. We asked for 50-50 funding. We asked for $132 million. 
I was pleasantly surprised last night when the commitment from the commonwealth for the Northbridge project, 
the rail sinking, was $236 million. I had put it to the Prime Minister that it made sense, if we were sinking the 
rail line, to sink the bus station.  
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Ms A.J.G. MacTiernan: That was part of the plan.  

Mr C.J. BARNETT: Yes, I know; I acknowledge that. I put that to the Prime Minister three weeks ago. He 
obviously agreed. Last night, instead of the $132 million that we asked for, the commonwealth put up 
$236 million. It will still be a 50-50 project: $263 million to sink the rail line, $205 million to sink the bus 
station—and it will happen. Construction will start next year, as it will towards the end of next year on Oakajee, 
and is already under way in the Ord. Instead of master plans, brochures and media releases, this is a government 
that makes decisions, works cooperatively with the commonwealth and gets results for the people of this state.  
 


